
 
American Association of State Colleges and Universities 

(AASCU) 
 

National Faculty Development Institute 
 

“Incorporating Japanese Studies into the Undergraduate Curriculum” 
(“Japan Studies Institute”) 

 

SDSU Provost Enwemeka’s 
 Luncheon Reception 

 
 
 
 
 

12:00 p.m. – 1:45 p.m. 
Thursday, June 15, 2017 

Faculty Staff Club 
San Diego State University 

 

Program 
 

Opening Remarks: Dr. Yoshiko Higurashi, Director, AASCU Japan Studies Institute 
    Director, SDSU Japan International Programs  

Professor and Director, SDSU Japanese Language Program 
      

Welcome Speeches: Dr. Chukuka S. Enwemeka 
 Provost and Senior Vice President, San Diego State University 
 

    Ms. Jody Dixon  
Program Associate, International Education Office/Global Initiatives, AASCU 

 
Self Introductions: The 2017 AASCU Japan Studies Institute Fellows 

 
Closing Remarks: Dr. Yoshiko Higurashi 

 
 

AASCU and SDSU wish to thank the following 
generous donors/supporters: 

 
 

Automobile Club, Southern California, AAA 
Buddhist Temple of San Diego 
Cabrillo National Monument  

Cal Copy 
Consulate General of Japan in Los Angeles  

IACE Travel 
Japan Airlines 

Japan External Trading Organization (JETRO) in Los Angeles 
Japan Foundation in Los Angeles 

Japan National Tourism Organization (JNTO) in Los Angeles  
Japanese Friendship Garden of San Diego 

Steven J. Jensen 
Kyocera International, Inc. 

Kyoto Symposium Organization 
Honorable Kate Leonard, Honorary Consul General of Japan in San Diego 

Lighthouse San Diego 
Dan McLeod 

Minato Gakuen Japanese School 
Mingei International Museum 

Lane Nishikawa 
San Diego YuYu 

SDSU Alumni Association 
SDSUcard Office 

SDSU Center for Human Resources 
SDSU Center for International Business Education and Research (CIBER) 

SDSU College of Arts and Letters 
SDSU Conference Services 

SDSU Department of Linguistics and Asian/Middle Eastern Languages 
SDSU Enrollment Services 
SDSU Faculty Staff Club 

SDSU Housing Administration 
SDSU Instructional Technology Services 

SDSU Love Library 
SDSU Office of the President 
SDSU Office of the Provost 

SDSU Office of the Vice President for Business and Financial Affairs 
Shogun Kobe Japanese Restaurant 

Sumitronics U.S.A. & Sumitronics de Mexico 
Tom Ham’s Lighthouse Restaurant, Harbor Island 

 



2017 AASCU Japan Studies Institute Staff 
 

June 6-17, 2017 
 

Washington, D.C. 
 

Ms. Arlene Jackson 
Associate Vice President for Global Initiatives 

Ms. Jody Dixon 
Program Coordinator, International Education Office/Global Initiatives 

American Association of State Colleges and Universities (AASCU) 
 

San Diego State University 
 

Dr. Yoshiko Higurashi 
Institute Director 

Department of Linguistics & Asian/Middle Eastern Languages 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Ms. Cassandra Neel 
Assistant to the Director 
Department of Linguistics and 
Asian/Middle Eastern Languages 
 
Ms. Audie Mendaros 
AASCU Student Assistant 
 
Mr. Andrew Guanzon 
Intern, SDSU Student             
   
Ms. Asuka Komatsu 
Intern, Exchange Student from  
Rikkyo University (Tokyo)                    
 

Ms. Kimberly Chinchilla 
Manager, Conference Services 
 
Ms. Kimberly Malinowski 
General Manager, Aztec Catering 
 
Ms. Ashley Drake 
Manager, Faculty Staff Club 
 
Ms. Alicia Carter 
Aztec Catering 
 
Mr. Alex May 
Intern, Class of 2017  
 

 

 
 

                         2017 Japan Studies Institute Fellows 
 
 
 
Professor William Batson    Professor Dorothee Mertz-Weigel  
Associate Professor, Architecture   Director, Office of International Education 
Prairie View University    (Associate Professor, French) 
Prairie View, TX     Armstrong State University 
       Savannah, GA 
 
 
Professor Catherine Chang    Professor Madhuri Mukherjee 
Assistant Professor, History    Associate Professor, Languages & Cultures 
Winthrop University     William Patterson Univ. of New Jersey 
Rock Hill, SC      Wayne, NJ 
 
 
Professor Julie Elting    Professor Alla Myzelev 
Assistant Professor, Nursing    Assistant Professor, Art History 
Chaminade University of Honolulu   State University of New York, Geneseo 
Honolulu, HI      Geneseo, NY 
 
 
Professor Norma George    Professor Susan Reichelt 
Chair/Professor, Dept. of English Chair/Associate Professor 
Cheyney University Family & Consumer Sciences    
Cheyney, PA      Sam Houston State University   
       Huntsville, TX 
 
Professor Laura Geraci    Professor Ma Larisa Saguisag 
Assoc. Prof., Curriculum and Instruction  Assistant Professor, English 
State University of New York, Fredonia  City University of New York, Staten Island 
Fredonia, NY      Staten Island, NY 
 
 
Professor Douglas Mark    Professor Scott Spangler   
Associate Professor, Music    Assistant Professor, Information Technology   
Delta State University     Middle Georgia State University 
Cleveland, MS     Macon, GA 
 
 
Professor Olga Menagarishvili   Professor Stella Xu    
Assistant Professor, Professional Writing  Associate Professor, History   
Appalachian State University    Roanoke College    
Boone, NC      Salem, VA     
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