
10/22/2014 

1 

English-Japanese Cognates 
across Disciplines  

By Lasisi Ajayi, Ph. D. 

College of  Education 

California State University, San Bernardino, CA 

Paulette Hebert, Ph. D. 

Design, Housing, & Merchandising 

Oklahoma State University – Stillwater 

Stillwater, OK. 

 

 

 
What are cognates? 

•Cognates are words in two languages that have the 
same or similarly spellings and pronunciations.  

•English and Japanese share more than 20,000 
cognates. 

•Teachers can teach English-Japanese cognates to 
help Japanese English learners learn new English 
vocabulary words and help American English-only 
students learn Japanese. 
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Note 

It is important to point out that the Romaji versions of the 
Japanese words are derived from the English versions. However, 
the words are usually spelled in the Japanese Katakana 
alphabet. As such, Japanese words have their own unique 
pronunciations. It is advisable that Japanese language learners 
ask Japanese speakers to model pronunciation of new words. 

To view English/Japanese cognates, go to Google translate or 
Yahoo's Babel Fish website. Input the English version, then 
select translate from English to Japanese. 

 

In this presentation, we draw some examples from the 
academic in the disciplines such as English-language arts, 
science, and design. 

http://babelfish.yahoo.com/
http://babelfish.yahoo.com/
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English-Language 
Arts 

Hero  
 

 

 

Híró 
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Character 
 

 

Kyarakutá 

Setting 
 

 

Settei  
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Science  

DNA 
 

 

Díenue  
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Cell 
 

 

Seru 

Carbon 
 

 

Cábon 
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Design 

Pattern 
 

 

Patán 

 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=ywZ7ycH5IxRTIM&tbnid=akxd1roVCEiExM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://colorburned.com/4-vector-fabric-inspired-pattern-swatches-for-illustrator/&ei=W02iU5uJHYj6oATE-IL4Bw&bvm=bv.69411363,d.cGU&psig=AFQjCNGKDFpyAhOlZfgy7pseEVaILweMpw&ust=1403231586355417


10/22/2014 

8 

Color 
 

Kará 

 

Shape 
 

 

Shape 
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