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Project Summary

Sociolinguistics plays an integral role in the curriculum of ENGL 323 Introduction to Linguistics. Based on my experiences at the JSI, I propose to include an in-depth discussion of sociolinguistic issues pertaining to Japan, including the role of Japanese minority cultures and languages in the construction of contemporary Japanese national identity, with specific attention paid to the Ainu, Okinawa, and Korean communities. In this course, students will explore several types of language contact situations using the examples from ancient and modern Japanese history; for example, students will learn about the cultural influence of China and Korea and discover the impact that this influence had on the creation of Japanese writing system. Students will look into the eras of industrialization and globalization through the linguistic analysis of loanwords in Japanese and English, uncovering the cultural meaning of word borrowing and its connection to cross-cultural contacts, world-wide internationalization, and Orientalism. In addition, I plan to introduce a new unit on cultural and literary aspects of Linguistics through the analysis of issues of authorship, translation, and authenticity as they relate to Japanese films and American films about Japan. Finally, through lectures and student assignments at different points throughout the course, I will address the following important linguistic issues using Japanese examples: formal versus immersion language learning, the native speaker fallacy in language teaching, language as a vehicle for the transfer of common societal norms and values, and gender-specific language differences. 

In addition to the inclusion of Japanese studies into ENGL 323, I plan to establish cross-curriculum links between ENGL 199 Freshman Writing Intensive Seminar on Bilingualism and Identity and ENSL 101 ESL I course that typically has many international students from Japan. Finally, I will include new Japan-focused components to the training program for ESL peer tutors who work with BSC Japanese international students. 

Examples of Student Assignments Incorporating Japanese Studies
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Compose a list of words in English that have been originally borrowed from Japanese. Do research to extend your list to include terminology that was first Japanese, but has now become either part of our everyday lexicon or entered a specific professional jargon in English. Explore the history behind these borrowings. When, how, and why were these lexical items borrowed? How have they been changed to fit the phonology, morphology, and syntax of the English language? How are these terms being used now? Do they still bear the aura of foreignness in English? How productive are these terms, or in another words, are there any derivatives from these words in English? What conclusions about language contact and language development in general can you draw from your research? 

ENGL 199

First-Year Writing Intensive Seminar “Living in Two Languages: Identity and Bilingualism”

Interview Assignment

Choose one of the projects below and conduct a one-hour interview with a first-year international student from Japan. To prepare for the interview, explore a selection of resources on Japan that I put on Blackboard and on reserve at the Maxwell Library. You are to use a semi-structured interview model: create at least five open-ended questions to include in your interview. Be attentive and flexible to modify the questions as you get the data to make sure that you are encouraging the flow of information and eliciting the most relevant information from your interviewee. Take notes during your interview or use a tape-recorder. Remember that to complete this assignment you are required to provide a complete script of your interview. Based on the data from the interview and your own research, compose a five-page paper with a profile of the person whom you interviewed.

A. Interview a person who has made a transition from one country and language to another. Prepare an oral history emphasizing the effects of this transition on the person’s cultural, linguistic, and personal identity. Make sure to discuss the process of linguistic and cultural adaptation to the new environment and to investigate any evidence of the loss, preservation, and/or transfer of the first language and culture. Analyze examples of inner conflicts, struggles, and gains. How typical do you think the experiences that you described are? What conclusions about bilingualism and biculturalism can you draw from your research?

OR

B. Interview a person who has had an extensive experience studying a language other than their own. Prepare an oral history emphasizing the effects of learning a new language in adulthood on the person’s cultural, linguistic, and personal identity. Make sure to discuss the process of second/foreign language learning in adulthood and to investigate what language learning strategies/methodologies worked best for the goals that the person had. Analyze examples of possible struggles and gains. How typical do you think the experiences that you described are? What conclusions about second language learning in adulthood can you draw from your research? 

Essay Requirements and Expectations: 

1. Format: typed, 12-point standard font, double-spaced, stapled, bibliography, and citing in the MLA style.

2. Make sure that you have a defendable, well-articulated thesis that can be supported with the evidence from your interview and independent research. 

3. Use ideas and theories that we discussed in class to interpret the data that you collected. 

4. Think about a balance between citing and quoting. Include several direct quotes from your primary source and your secondary sources to make your strongest points. 

5. Make sure that you not only write about someone’s bilingual journey, but also provide interpretive comments that support your thesis statement. The idea is that your reader should be able to learn something about bilingualism by examining in detail the experiences of one individual. 
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