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Final Project: Integrating Japan into Three Courses: Imagining War: World War II; Nineteenth Century Women’s Voices; and Methods of Literary Analysis 

My immediate goal was to introduce the Japanese experience during World War II into a spring 2008 course on that subject, but I am also planning to introduce material from the seminar into two courses I will teach in fall 2007: Nineteenth Century Women’s Voices and Methods of Literary Analysis.  

1. History/English 369: Imagining War: Literature, History, and Popular Culture
This course explores World War II as it was imagined and remembered through primary sources, memoir, poetry, fiction, film, media, and the visual arts. We will look at the coming of war, particularly the impact of World War I and Japan’s war on China. Primary/secondary source material on Japan and Japanese Americans will include:

On Hiroshima/Nagasaki: The Crazy Iris and other Stories of the Atomic Aftermath, ed. Kenzaburo Oe (New York: Grove Press, 1985). Excellent introduction and nine stories about the bombings and the aftermath; includes Tamiki Hara’s “Summer Flower” and “Land of Heart’s Desire,” Yoko Ota’s “Fireflies,” and Mitsuharu Inoue’s “The House of Hands.”
Japanese War Stories: The Catch and Other War Stories. Intro. Shoichi Saeki. (New York: Kodansha International, 1981). “The Catch” by Kenzaburo Oe is about the capture of an African American pilot in a small Japanese village. He is seen through the eyes of a young boy. Moving story. Also powerful is “Bones” by Fumiko Hayashi, which tells the story of Michiko, whose husband dies on Okinawa. She is forced to become a prostitute to support her daughter and family.

On the Incarceration of Japanese Americans: Farewell to Manzanar, Jeanne Wakatsuki Houston and James D. Houston. 1972. Memoir of a Japanese American who went to a relocation camp with her family when she was seven. : Rabbit in the Moon.

Possible video on 

On Japanese Survivors: Japan at War: An Oral History. Haruko Taya Cook and Theodore Cook (New York, The New Press, 1993). Interviews with a wide range of Japanese people on their experiences/memories of the war: former soldiers, relatives of the dead, workers, etc. Wide range of responses to the war - - reveals the differences among the Japanese. This collection leads to a discussion of the home front, Japan’s Rosie the Riveters, etc.

2. Nineteenth Century Women’s Voices

Although this course deals with the literature of women from the United States, I’ll add “A Genius of Imitation” by Uno Chiyo from To Live and To Write: Selections by Japanese Women Writers 1913-1938, ed. Yuyiko Tanaka, Elizabeth Hanson, Hiroko Morita Malatesta (Seal Press, 1987). Like many of the stories by nineteenth century women writers, this story deals with a woman writer’s search to find her own, unique voice apart from her identity in relation to men. Similar: “Miss Grief” by Constance Fennimore Woolson. .

3. Methods of Literary Analysis

This is an introduction to the English major, in which students learn basic terminology (metaphor, symbol, figurative language, etc) and critical approaches to literature (new criticism, deconstruction, Marxism, feminism, cultural criticism, etc.). In the fall I am trying a Norton Critical Edition, The Classic Fairy Tales: Texts and Criticism, ed. Maria Tatar, for the first time. The collection deals with many versions of the fairy tales Little Red Riding Hood, Beauty and the Beast, Snow White, and Cinderella. I will do the Japanese folk tale, “Urashima the Fisherman,” a variant on Beauty and the Beast, when I teach that fairy tale.

Information on Japanese history, politics, literature, and gender roles, gained at the seminar, will inform the courses.

