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PROJECT SUMMARY
The focus of the summary below is for a proposed Special Topics course entitled, Sociology of Contemporary Japan (SOC 472—Special topics in Globalization).  In addition to this course, the Japan Studies Institute provides a foundation of knowledge for three other main outlets in my teaching curriculum.  First, the integration of specific Japanese examples into the Introduction to Sociology course (SOC 100); second, a unit on Japanese families in the Sociology of Families course (SOC 430; and third, the addition of a unit comparing social stratification in the US and Japan (SOC 201). 

Sociology of Contemporary Japan (SOC 472—Special Topics in Globalization)

The purpose of this course is to familiarize American students with the culture and sociological characteristics of another country, as well as to encourage Japanese students at UNK to explore and understand the social aspects of their home country.

Using a sociological perspective, the course examines topics and issues in contemporary Japan such as culture, education, gender, ethnicity, stratification, family, work and globalization.  While focusing on sociology, the format of this course explores the intersection of history, culture and economics to understand human behavior in Japanese society in addition to Japan’s  relationship to other countries in a global perspective.  Both micro and macro perspectives are presented to explain the interconnectedness of Japanese institutions such as the family, the workplace and the education system.

