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The purpose of this project is to integrate information and insights on Japanese history and culture imparted at the 2007 National Faculty Development Institute in San Diego into the existing framework of five courses—World Civilizations and Societies I and II, World War II, a graduate seminar on World War II, and an independent study—at Georgia College.  This process will be carried out on three levels: basic information on Japan past and present, insights about particular developments (religious, political, military, etc.) in Japanese history, and more broadly a greater understanding of the Asian way of life and Japanese perspectives in particular.  To this end, an extensive typescript has been prepared largely from the lectures and presentations at the San Diego institute with the following headings: cultural traits, social issues, history, aesthetics, the educational system, American occupation, modernity, religion, economics, politics, foreign policy, women, theatre, art, and music.  Residual subjects include the language, calligraphy, travel, ikebana, origami, and the tea ceremony.  Arguably the latter, though high profile in nature, are more important than the more tangible and easily understood aspects of Japanese culture.
The first phase of implementation will consist of adding basic information on Japan to my already crowded lectures on world civilizations which purport to cover the entirety of human history.  Most of the material in the first course, covering roughly two thousand years, will necessarily be cultural and will draw heavily on what we learned about the Samurai and Buddhist traditions.  In the second course I should be able to utilize extensively the material we were presented on the Meiji era and beyond, particularly Japan’s relationship with its eastern neighbors and the world.  For the World War II courses, for which both lecture and discussion is utilized for undergraduates and discussion only graduates, I can take advantage of the many resources that have provided us a cultural context for the war itself, the peace that followed, and a framework for understanding the current state of Japan.  The material gained at the institute will also enable me to offer independent studies on Japan, both to Georgia College students in general and to a very special student, a niece, who has a passion for the country.
For examples of some of the most memorable information, insights, and perspectives gained from this institute, please see the following pages.

MEMORABLE INFORMATION, INSIGHTS, AND PERSPECTIVES ABOUT JAPAN
*Japanese culture is very religious without being overt about it.

* Japan is a high context culture.  America is low.  “You” doesn’t exist as a pronoun.
* Collectivist vs. individualistic cultures.  One’s last name comes first.  Family and family name is most important.  In eastern cultures addresses are reversed.  Country, city, street, then name comes last.  There is a tendency not to stand out.  Don’t be the nail that gets hammered.  

*Japan is a shame culture.  What’s right or wrong can depend on the situation.
*We are a doing culture whereas Japan is more of a being culture.  Living with nature.  We, on the other hand, have a “can do” attitude and not afraid to challenge nature.

*Repression is necessarily a reflection of the size of the country (same as California) with nearly half the population of the United States.

*65% of Japan is forested and it has 30% of the world’s volcanos.  Lack of temperature extremes.  

* What triggered Japanese imperialism into Korea in the late nineteenth century was the Korean government’s refusal to recognize the Japanese emperor after the Meiji Restoration.  The Koreans recognized the Chinese emperor.
*“It’s all about learning the culture rather than the language.”  Erica Hashiba
*Japan next to Korea in lowest fertility rate.  Japanese live longer than most other peoples.  One out of three Japanese will be over 65 in a few years.  

*Thirty years ago 50% of marriages were arranged.  Now it’s only about 10%.

*Agriculture has shifted from 50% to 6% of labor force since World War II.
*The Christian concept is how nature was created for us to use.  In Japan man is a part of nature.  The Japanese are living with nature.

*Current hot-button issues in Japanese textbooks and classes are comfort women and the Nanjing atrocities.  

*Only 1% of Japan’s GNP is devoted to the military, but it is still the 5th or 6th highest in the world.

*Japan is the second largest economy and the world’s largest contributor (in %) to foreign aid.

*Open space has meaning.  Each time you arrange flowers you are communing with nature.  You should be feeling in your heart what the flowers feel.  It is a religious experience.

*Japanese don’t think of their religions as religions but as a way of life.  In the east the belief is that the world is full of gods, and you have a special relationship with one or another of them.  

*In 1876 swords and samurai class abolished.  Purpose of sword not to kill but to protect life.  

*FUKOKU-KYO HEI  Motto for strong economy and strong military that was adopted in the Meiji period to avoid colonization like China by foreign powers.  Literally it means rich (industry) country and strong army.  After 1945 Japan lopped off the strong military and put all of its efforts into the economy and became an economic great power.

*From 1955 to 1973 Japan sustained a yearly growth rate of 9.2%--amazing!

*The GNP for Kyushu, one of Japan’s most agrarian regions is greater than that of Russia, and that of the Tokyo region is greater than that of China or France.  By 1990s Japan’s per capita GNP exceeded that of the United States.
*Almost no minorities in Japan and almost no robberies.  Crime rate extremely low.

*“Japan has a first rate economy and a third rate political system.”  

*Between 10-20 million Chinese died at hands of Japan from 1931-1945.  Japanese occupation of Korea was brutal.  Japan forced itself on Korea—ethnic cleansing.
*1,318,218 Japanese live on the tiny island of Okinawa, an American Marine enclave.

*Lowly nature of merchants comes from Confucianism because they don’t work—only deal with money.  They don’t produce.  Farmers higher because they produce rice—Japan’s staple.

*Ukiyo prints used to wrap ceramics shipped to Europe were an inspiration to the impressionists.

*Small drum establishes the basic beat whereas the bass drum does it in American ensembles.  Gongs are sometimes employed.

*Ma is silence.  What you do in silence is important—how you are breathing and what you are thinking.

Gems from Michiko Yusa’s Japanese Religious Traditions:
“Native Japanese religious practices and religious sentiments [are] “ancient in origin and still found today in the deep recesses of the Japanese psyche as a sort of cultural and spiritual matrix.”

“Shinto sensibility … values things new and fresh, for the kami spirit is always new and fresh; it is ever present.  By focusing on the present moment, this sensibility may account for some of Japan’s achievements in such areas as technology, science, and fashion, in which being up-to-date is a paramount consideration.”

The Future Buddha or Miroku [is] a savior who is to appear in the human world [in] 5 billion 670 million (5,670,000,000) years.

“Shinto mentality generally affirms the world and considers health, wealth, and happiness as signs of the protection of the kami—gods and other supernatural powers.”
