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Course: COMM 350 Documentary Film 
               Instructor: Dr. Jabbar Al-Obaidi
Topic: Japanese Documentary Film
Semester: Summer II 2008
Course Description
This course designs to study the Japanese documentary film as a rich work of cinema. The main goals of the course are to familiarize students with Japanese documentary history, theory, and criticism, and to examine the documentary film as an art form, a cultural artifact, a political expression, and economic enterprise. Specific periods in the Japanese film history will be covered. In addition, it will provide further examination of how the “Japanese filmmakers” made documentary films, and how their different aesthetic as well as personal and political philosophies shaped their vision and version of reality.
Recommended Textbooks
* Documentary: A History of the Non-Fiction Film, Erik Barnouw, 2nd ed., Oxford University Press, 1993.
* Japanese Documentary Film: The Meiji Era Through Hiroshima 
* Documenting the Documentary: Close Readings of Documentary Film and Video, Barry Keith Grant &Jeannette Slonioski, Contemporary Film and TV Series, Wayne State University Press.
* Forest of Pressure: Ogawa Shinsuke and Postwar Japanese Documentary, Abé Mark Nornes(Visible Evidence Series, 2007)
Teaching and learning Methodology
· Lectures and open discussion sessions based on assigned readings from the textbooks and film screenings of landmark films from Japan. 

· Oral presentations by students to analyze documentary film as an expressive form of culture, a communication tool, and a visual record.
· Speakers will be invited to share their experience with students.
Learning Outcomes
· Students will be able to examine and discuss the landmark of the Japanese documentary films and filmmakers. 

· Students will have a better understanding of the historical, cultural, social, religious, and     political aspects of Japan.
· Students will be able to write a better film critique and evaluation.

Examples

1. The Emperor's Naked Army Marches On (Yukiyukite shingun, 1987), Kazuo Hara.
2. The Tragedy of Japan(Nihon no Higeki, Akira Iwasaki
3. Extreme Private Eros: Love Song, (Kyokushiteki erosu koiuta, 1974), Kazuo Hara.
4. Yuki Yukite shingun (revolves around 62-year-old Okuzaki Kenzo,1987),Kazuo Hara
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Forgotten Imperial Army (Wasurerareta Kogun, 1963), Nagasa Oshima.
6. The meiji Period(1868-1912)
