
American Association of State Colleges and Universities 

National Faculty Development Institute 

“Incorporating Japanese Studies into the Undergraduate Curriculum” 

(“Japan Studies Institute”) 

SDSU Provost Ochoa’s Opening Ceremony 
11:00 a.m. – 12:15 p.m. 
Tuesday, June 7, 2022 

Park Blvd., Student Union 
San Diego State University

Program 
Opening Remarks: Dr. Yoshiko Higurashi, Director, Japan Studies Institute, AASCU/SDSU 

Professor Emerita and Director, Japanese Language Program and 
Japan International Programs, SDSU 

Welcome Speeches: Dr. Hector Salvador Ochoa, Provost and Senior Vice President, SDSU    
Dr. J. Luke Wood, Vice President for Student Affairs and Campus 
Diversity, SDSU 
Mr. Jeff Marston, Past President, Alumni Association, SDSU 
Ms. Kate Leonard, Honorary Consul General of Japan in San Diego 
Ms. Cecelia Schellstede, Manager, Corporate Communications, 
Kyocera International, Inc. 

Self Introductions: The 2022 AASCU Japan Studies Institute Fellows 

Closing Remarks: Dr. Yoshiko Higurashi 

AASCU and SDSU wish to thank the following 
generous donors/supporters: 

Automobile Club, Southern California, AAA 
Buddhist Temple of San Diego 
Cabrillo National Monument  

Cal Copy 
Consulate General of Japan in Los Angeles  

IACE Travel 
Japan Airlines 

Japan External Trading Organization (JETRO) in Los Angeles 
Japan Foundation in Los Angeles 
Japan Foundation in New York 

Japanese Friendship Garden of San Diego 
Steven J. Jensen 

Kyocera International, Inc. 
Honorable Kate Leonard, Honorary Consul General of Japan in San Diego 

Lighthouse San Diego 
Dan McLeod 

Minato Gakuen Japanese School 
Mingei International Museum 

Lane Nishikawa 
San Diego Japanese School 

San Diego YuYu 
SDSU Alumni Association 

New logo:SDSU Center for Advancing Global Business 

SDSU College of Arts and Letters 
SDSU Conference Services 

SDSU Department of Linguistics and Asian/Middle Eastern Languages 
SDSU Housing Administration 

SDSU Instructional Technology Services (ITS) 
SDSU Love Library 

SDSU Office of the President 
SDSU Office of the Provost 

SDSU Office of the Vice President for Student Affairs and Campus Diversity 
Shogun Kobe Japanese Restaurant 

Tom Ham’s Lighthouse Restaurant, Harbor Island 

2022 JAPAN STUDIES INSTITUTE FELLOWS

MMaarriiee BBaarrnnaass
Associate Professor, Video and Film
Production
Middle Tennessee State University
Murfreesboro, TN

WWiilllliiaamm CCrraawwlleeyy
Dean, College of Education and Professional 
Studies
University of West Florida
Pensacola, FL

LLuuccaass FFoosstteerr
Associate Professor, Mathematics
Northeastern State University
Tahlequah, OK

SSaannddrraa GGoonnssaallvveess--DDoommoonndd
Professor, Personality and Social Psychology
Ramapo College of New Jersey
Mahwah, NJ

AAbbdduull KKnnoowwlleess
Director, Global Studies and Programmes
The University of the Bahamas
Nassau, Bahamas

BBrraannddeenn LLiittttllee
Professor, History
Weber State University
Ogden, UT

MMiicchhaaeell MMaayyss
Professor, English and Director, Hanford 
History Project
Washington State University
Pullman, WA

NNeewwllyy PPaauull
Assistant Professor, Print/Digital Media
University of North Texas
Denton, TX

LLookkeesshh SShhiivvaakkuummaarraaiiaahh
Executive Director, International Relations &
Assistant to the Provost
Mississippi Valley State University
Itta Bena, MS

BBiinnoodd SShhrreesstthhaa
Associate Professor, Studio Art
University of North Texas
Denton, TX

LLeesslliiee SStteewwaarrtt
Associate Professor, Political Science
Delta State University
Cleveland, MS

MMaarryyLLoouu VVeerrcceelllloottttii
Associate Professor, Applied Linguistics
Ball State University
Muncie, IN

RRoobbyynn WWaallll
Assistant Professor, Art
Delta State University
Cleveland, MS

LLiinngglliinngg WWaanngg
Assistant Professor, International Business
Worcester State University
Worcester, MA



 
 

Invited Guests 
 
 
      
San Diego State University (SDSU) 
 
 Dr. Salvador Hector Ochoa, Provost and Senior Vice President for Academic Affairs 
 Dr. J. Luke Wood, Vice President for Student Affairs and Campus Diversity  
 Ms. Agnes Wong Nickerson, Vice President for Business and Financial 
          Affairs and Chief Financial Officer  
 Dr. Joanna Brooks, Associate Vice President for Faculty Advancement and  
                Student Affairs 
 Dr. Cristina Alfaro, Associate Vice President of International Affairs 
 
 Representatives from SDSU Colleges:   

 Dr. Monica Caster, Dean, Arts and Letters 
 Dr. Ronda Schreiber, Senior Associate Dean, Arts and Letters 
 Dr. John Putman, Associate Dean, Arts and Letters 

Dr. George Belch, Dean, Fowler College of Business  
 Dr. Y Barry Chung, Dean, Education  

Dr. Eugene Olevsky, Dean, Engineering   
 Dr. Steven P. Hooker, Dean, Health and Human Services  
 Dr. Kurt Lindemann, Associate Dean, representing Peggy Shannon, Dean,  
          Professional Studies and Fine Arts 
 Dr. Jeffrey T. Roberts, Dean, Sciences 
 Dr. Mark R. Wheeler, Dean, Imperial Valley Campus 
 Dr. Karen Myers-Bowman, Dean, SDSU Global Campus 
 
 More from SDSU: 
 

 Dr. Gregory Keating, Chair, Department of Linguistics and Asian/ Middle Eastern  
                Languages  
 Ms. Jocelyn Killmer, Interim Director, Center for Asian and Pacific Studies   
 
 Representative from all SDSU Alumni: 
 

 Mr. Jeff Marston, Past President, SDSU Alumni Association  
 
 
Japanese Government:  

 

 Ms. Kate Leonard, Honorary Consul General of Japan in San Diego  
 
 
San Diego Community: 
 

 Kyocera International, Inc. 
 Ms. Cecelia Schellstede, Director, Corporate Communications 
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