
 
American Association of State Colleges and Universities 

(AASCU) 
 

National Faculty Development Institute 
 

“Incorporating Japanese Studies into the Undergraduate Curriculum” 
(“Japan Studies Institute”) 

 

SDSU President de la Torre’s 
 Luncheon Reception 

 
 
 
 
 

12:00 p.m. – 1:45 p.m. 
Thursday, June 13, 2019 
Tula Community Center 

San Diego State University 
 

Program 
 

Opening Remarks: Dr. Yoshiko Higurashi, Director, AASCU Japan Studies Institute 
    Professor Emerita and Director, SDSU Japanese Language Program 

Director, SDSU Japan International Programs 
      

Welcome Speeches: Dr. Adela de la Torre 
 President, San Diego State University 
 

    Ms. Jody Dixon  
Program Coordinator, Global Initiatives, AASCU 

 
Self Introductions: The 2019 AASCU Japan Studies Institute Fellows 

 
Closing Remarks: Dr. Yoshiko Higurashi 

 
 

AASCU and SDSU wish to thank the following 
generous donors/supporters: 

 
 

Automobile Club, Southern California, AAA 
Buddhist Temple of San Diego 
Cabrillo National Monument  

Cal Copy 
Consulate General of Japan in Los Angeles  

IACE Travel 
Japan Airlines 

Japan External Trading Organization (JETRO) in Los Angeles 
Japan Foundation in Los Angeles 

Japan National Tourism Organization (JNTO) in Los Angeles  
Japanese Friendship Garden of San Diego 

Steven J. Jensen 
Kyocera International, Inc. 

Kyoto Symposium Organization 
Honorable Kate Leonard, Honorary Consul General of Japan in San Diego 

Lighthouse San Diego 
Dan McLeod 

Minato Gakuen Japanese School 
Lane Nishikawa 

San Diego Museum of Art 
San Diego YuYu 

SDSU Alumni Association 
SDSUcard Office 

SDSU Center for Human Resources 
SDSU Center for International Business Education and Research (CIBER) 

SDSU College of Arts and Letters 
SDSU Conference Services 

SDSU Department of Linguistics and Asian/Middle Eastern Languages 
SDSU Division of Academic Engagement and Student Achievement 

SDSU Enrollment Services 
SDSU Housing Administration 

SDSU Instructional Technology Services (ITS) 
SDSU Love Library 

SDSU Office of the President 
SDSU Office of the Provost 

Shogun Kobe Japanese Restaurant 
Sumitronics USA Inc. 

Tom Ham’s Lighthouse Restaurant, Harbor Island 
 



2019 AASCU Japan Studies Institute Staff 
 

June 3-16, 2019 
 

Washington, D.C. 
 

Ms. Arlene Jackson 
Associate Vice President for Global Initiatives 

 

Ms. Jody Dixon 
Program Coordinator, Global Initiatives 

American Association of State Colleges and Universities (AASCU) 
 

San Diego State University 
 

Dr. Yoshiko Higurashi 
Institute Director 

Department of Linguistics & Asian/Middle Eastern Languages 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Ms. Darlene Bych 
Petty Cash Manager & Photographer 
Department of Linguistics and 
Asian/Middle Eastern Languages 
 
Ms. Megan Haberstroh 
AASCU Student Assistant 
SDSU Student 
 
Ms. Hinako Horikoshi 
Intern, Exchange Student, Gunma U.             
   
Mr. Liam Redo 
Intern, SDSU Student                    
 
 

 
Ms. Kimberly Chinchilla 
Senior Manager, Conference Services 
 
Ms. Alyssa Longeuay 
Assoc. Director, Business & Housing 
 
Ms. JZ Villones 
Senior Assistant, Conference Services 
 
 
 
Mr. David Tan 
Intern, SDSU Student 
 
Mr. Yusuke Taguchi 
Intern, Exchange Student, Gunma U. 

  
 

 
 

Japan Studies Institute – San Diego 
June 3 - June 16, 2019

Zlatinka Blaber  
Assistant Professor of Accounting 
Salem State University  
Salem, MA 
 
Paul Boaheng 
Associate Professor of Philosophy 
Fayetteville State University 
Fayetteville, NC   
 
Joylaxmi Borah 
Senior Associate Vice President for 
Academic Affairs; Professor of Social 
Work 
University of North Alabama  
Florence, AL 
 
Rosa Castaneda  
Associate Professor of Spanish and 
Applied Linguistics 
Fort Hays State University 
Hays, KS 
 
Mark Freeman 
Professor of Theatre, Television and Film 
San Diego State University 
San Diego, CA 
 
Justin Garcia 
Associate Professor of Anthropology 
Millersville University of Pennsylvania 
Millersville, PA 
 
 
 
 

Paola Gavilanez 
Faculty, Interior Design 
Kwantlen Polytechnic University 
Richmond, BC, Canada 
 
Xiaojia Hou  
Associate Professor of History 
San Jose State University 
San Jose, CA 
 
David Kinkela 
Chair/Associate Professor, Department of 
History   
State University of New York at Fredonia 
Fredonia, NY 
 
Alison Okuda  
Assistant Professor, History and Political 
Science 
Worcester State University  
Worcester, MA 
 
Anna Schwan  
Assistant Professor of Education 
Northern State University  
Aberdeen, SD    
 
Fred Slocum  
Associate Professor of Political Science 
Minnesota State University, Mankato  
Mankato, MN 
 
Craig Smith  
Assistant Professor of English Studies 
University of the Bahamas  
Nassau, The Bahamas    
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