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What is industrial design? It is the planning and development of useful objects for mass-production. In order to be successful industrial designers must have strong command of; problem recognition and solving, research, creativity, product development and management, and manufacturing technology. 

Japanese studies can inform and enlighten industrial design students about each of these areas. Guiding Japanese concepts like kanso (simplicity), shinzen (naturalness), yugen (subtlety), and fukinsei (asymmetry) can help give design students fresh perspective on their design (and life) approach. Wabi-sabi, and Japanese crafts like ikebana, calligraphy, and the tea ceremony enlighten students about communication through form, human relation to objects through all five senses,  patience, balance, and the importance of investment.

I plan to integrate specific aspects of Japanese studies into specific classes I teach as follows:

IND 2450- Beginning Industrial Design- Introduction to the design process. 

Students will use Japan as a specific culture for which an object is designed, study Japanese aesthetic in architecture, arts and crafts, and design, and compose a cultural research image board about Japanese culture.

IND 2810- Technology, Society, and You- Relation between society and technology, culture and design.

Students will study industrialization and labor in Japan (Post WWII, economic miracle), international exchange of technology between Japan an the west, sustainability, and future technology and manufacturing.

IND 2830- Manufacturing Materials and Processes- Efficient manufacturing practice

Students will learn about creative use of materials, sustainability, and entrepreneurship as they study examples of Sony, contemporary Japanese design teams, Kyocera and Japanese ceramics, Toyota and ‘just-in-time’ manufacturing.

IND 3950- History of Industrial Product Design- Overview of international styles and movements, technology, architecture, and arts as they relate to society. Japanese design and culture will be discussed in a special one-week, 2-class lecture.

