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My project was to incorporate Japanese Studies into my Animal Studies course. The Animal Studies program is an interdisciplinary major that connects three main areas of study concerning animals: science, arts and humanities, and applied fields. Science includes biology, anthropology, and psychology; arts and humanities include literature, philosophy, history, and sociology; and applied fields include conservation, agriculture, law, and direct application (i.e., working in an animal-related field). In my Introduction to Animal Studies (ANS 200) course, I have incorporated several books: Waiting for wolves in Japan: An anthropological study of people-wildlife relations, by John Knight, and two chapters from I am a cat, by Sōseki Natsume. I also plan to use Bashō’s poetry as an exemplar for students to write haiku about animals, discuss animals in Buddhist religion, and present Japanese animal art (borrowing from Schaap’s A brush with animals: Japanese painting 1700-1950). I will show some Japanese films in my course as well, and will show at least one Japanese film: Gojira, the original Japanese version of Godzilla, some short anime, and perhaps Hachiko Monogatari and/or Princess Mononoke. In my capstone course (ANS 400), the topic this fall is Great Apes.  I have incoroported the work of Japanese primatologists studying apes.  I present the early Japanese work in a monograph on History of great ape psychology, and plan to discuss the more recent work by anthropologists and psychologists, particularly that of Matsuzawa. In my Animals in History class (ANS 320), I plan to include Japanese history in addition to (the usual) Western history.  There are several sources: the Schaap book on animals in Japanese art, the book JAPANimals, with its few historical chapters, and Brett T. Walker’s The lost wolves of Japan, for a contrast with the book Vicious on how Americans also destroyed their native wolf populations. I will include two books as optional for students to use for a required book review: Empire of dogs: Canines, Japan, and the making of the modern imperial world, by Aaron Herald Skabelund, and The monkey as mirror: Symbolic transformations in Japanese history and ritual, by Emiko Ohnuki-Tierney. 
