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The survey course will introduce students to Japanese Design in the 20th century. Students will explore Japanese history, culture, and customs as a means of developing sensitivity and awareness to support their future interactions as professionals and global citizens. There are two key strands for the class, Context and Nature. Students will compare and contrast similarities and differences in time and place throughout all areas of study. Nature is a constant in Japan and students will use the lens of nature to inform their research. The course will have three key areas: History, Culture and Customs; Business Methods and Practices; and, Design. Subject areas within the History, Culture and Customs study will include: Historic Overview, Religion, Arts, and Education. Business Methods + Practices will include: The Power of the Group, Innovation, and Connections. The third area, Design, will include: History, Materials, Styles, and Key Figures in the 20th century. Classroom work will be supplemented by presentations and lectures on subjects such as: Language, Calligraphy, Music, and Japanese Prints. Each section will be given five weeks. Within each section students will be required to produce one independent project in a team of 3-4 students, and, one paper on a selected subject related to their area of specialization. Field trips will include visits to the Fort Worth Botanic Gardens Japanese Garden and the Trammel Crow Collection of Asian Art. 

