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Dr. Yoshiko Higurashi

Director, Japan Studies Institute
Pat Fesci

American Assoc of State Colleges and Universities

1307 New York Avenue, N.W., Fifth Floor

Washington, DC 20005-4701

Dear Dr. Higurashi and Ms. Fesci:
As a student of business, I have been interested in the culture of Japan for many years. My knowledge of the culture and ways of doing business had been limited to general reading and text materials. The Institute provided rich sources of information on many aspects of Japanese culture that few persons are privileged to experience.

My teaching of the Global Environment of Business course will be enhanced through participation in the Japan Studies Institute. When comparing business practices between the United States and Japan, I will have a more complete view. I will also be able to answer questions and better prepare students to work more effectively with Japanese culture. One facet of the Global Business course is an analysis of Hofstede’s model of Culture in the Workplace. A better perception of the similarities and the differences in Hofstede’s dimensions of uncertainty avoidance, masculine versus feminine, time orientation, individualism versus collectivism, and power distance will be of benefit to students of Global Business. My experiences with the Institute will be shared with additional undergraduate and graduate courses in the College of Business Administration such as Diversity/Multicultural Communication, Economics of Developing Nations, and International Trade. For several years I have worked with a cross-cultural virtual teaming project. It would be wonderful to share information and grow the project to include Japan. I will propose presentations for the University’s Instructional Development Center and for civic groups in the area.

Thank you for the privilege of participating in the Japan Studies Institute. 
Sincerely,
Lauren Maxwell, Instructor
EFIRM Department

Program Coordinator, MS in Community and Economic Development
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Virtual Teaming: “Being there while at home.” 

Projects: Culture, Case Studies, Cinema, Import/Export


Countries: Canada, France, Finland, Mexico, Spain, Belgium

Courses: Engineering, Communications, International Trade, MIS, English
Selected Course Topics:

· Globalization, Japan Post WWII

· Cross-Cultural Business,
Language, Materials from class
Ainu (Very Good)  http://www.mnh.si.edu/arctic/ainu/index.html 

Theodore Bestor and Helen Hardacre describe Japanese society, religion and anthropology  http://afe.easia.columbia.edu/at_japan_soc/
Education  http://nettv.gov-online.go.jp/prg/prg1203.html
Noh 

· Multiculturalism  

· Wood (temples) 

· Hofstede

Japan video topics: The fude brush  video & MANY others    http://web-japan.org/jvt/en/index.html
Hofstede: Long- vs. Short-Term Performance Perspectives of Western European, Japanese, and U.S.     Countries: Where Do They Lie?
· Politics and Law in Business, WTO web page
· Economic Systems and Development, State Department web page
· Business/Government Trade Relations,

· Immigration   http://nettv.gov-online.go.jp/prg/prg1203.html
· G8

· Social Insurance  

· Part-time work

· Education

· Constitutional Reform 

· Disaster Reduction  

· Foreign Direct Investment, Balance of Payments and FDI, pictures  http://www.boj.or.jp/en/theme/i_finance/bop/index.htm
· Regional Economic Integration, ASEAN

· International Financial Markets, Asian Crisis

· International Monetary System, Bank of Japan

Presentations:

College of Business Administration courses: Diversity/Multicultural Communication, Economics of Developing Nations, International Trade

Instructional Development Center (IDC) “Lunch and Learn” 

“Gems” 

· Asking questions in class – Asking questions at all

· Half Sentences

· Manners – never say no, eye contact

Videos

Grants

Speakers

Web sites

Local Organizations


Cultural aspects


Travel Information
Resources
PM weekly news, government promotions: 

· Immigration   http://nettv.gov-online.go.jp/prg/prg1203.html
· G8

· Social Insurance  

· Part-time work

· Education

· Constitutional Reform 

· WTO 

· Disaster Reduction  

· Culture

· Noh 

· Multiculturalism  

· Wood (temples) 
Additional culture:

Castles of Japan, pictures  http://pages.ca.inter.net/~ttoyooka/oshiro/
Asian Historical Architecture, pictures  www.orientalarchitecture.com 

Teaching Islam as an Asian Religion, booklet  http://www.aasianst.org/EAA/schubel.pdf 

Art in Japan Edo 1615-1868, booklet  http://www.nga.gov/pdf/edoteach.pdf 


Nipponia magazine, pictures http://web-jpn.org/nipponia/archives/en/life_culture/food.html 

The Vestibule Tells You Something about the Home, pictures http://web-jpn.org/nipponia/nipponia20/en/what/what01.html
Freer Gallery, pictures http://www.asia.si.edu/education/ArtsofJapan.pdf
The Virtual Picture Album –Japan http://www.carla.umn.edu/lctl/vpa/japanese/org_grid5.html 

Plastic food, pictures http://web-jpn.org/nipponia/nipponia29/en/topic/topic01.html 

Food , pictures   http://web-jpn.org/nipponia/nipponia20/en/appetit/index.html 

Ramen, pictures http://web-jpn.org/nipponia/nipponia17/en/appetit/index.html 

Coffee shop culture, pictures  http://web-jpn.org/nipponia/nipponia20/en/topic/index.html 

http://web-japan.org/jvt/category/culture_and_society.html 

****Japan video topics: The fude brush  video & MANY others    http://web-japan.org/jvt/en/index.html 

****  News clips    http://www.nhk.or.jp/english/ 

**** Japan videos   http://www.kantei.go.jp/foreign/video-e/index_e.html 

**** Ainu (Very Good)  http://www.mnh.si.edu/arctic/ainu/index.html 

Theodore Bestor and Helen Hardacre describe Japanese society, religion and anthropology  http://afe.easia.columbia.edu/at_japan_soc/ 

Central Bank: Bank of Japan, pictures http://www.imes.boj.or.jp/cm/english_htmls/index.htm 


Cooperation with other banks, pictures   http://www.boj.or.jp/en/theme/i_finance/coop/index.htm

Bank notes in use, pictures  http://www.boj.or.jp/en/type/list/yuko/okane.htm

Shiga Intercultural Association for Globalization (SIA), docs http://www.s-i-a.or.jp/english/index.html 

Balance of Payments and FDI, pictures  http://www.boj.or.jp/en/theme/i_finance/bop/index.htm
OECD   http://www.oecd.org/country/0,3377,en_33873108_33873539_1_1_1_1_1,00.html 

Videos for sale   http://www.aems.uiuc.edu/mpg/index.html
Nikkei Weekly Interviews   http://blog.eigotown.com/podcast/nikkei/2007/06/vol16_david_blume_obe_jaguar_a.html 

