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The Institute has provided me with extensive information to incorporate, as originally proposed, aspects of Japan into my pedagogy class:  Integrating Language Arts and Social Studies.  My primary goal in preparing teachers of Social Studies is to put a human face on historical events, as well as broaden my students’ understanding of the political and economic developments, particularly from the “occupation” to present-day Japan.  I plan to do this primarily through various map studies and the reading/discussion of literature that provides the cultural lens of the Japanese.  I am currently investigating an array of possibilities brought to my attention as a result of the Institute participation, such as Pearl Buck’s The Big Wave; Daniel Davis’s Behind Barbed Wire; Yoko Kawashima’s So Far From the Bamboo Grove; Allan Say’s Tea With Milk, The Bicycle Man, and Kamishibai Man; Edward Behr’s Hirohito; and Seiichi Higashide’s Adios to Tears.  Each of my students will be required during the course of the semester to give an oral “lesson presentation” that combines language arts skills with some aspect of the Japanese culture. These presentations will be correlated to the social studies curriculum of their particular grade-level preference for teaching.

In addition, I have been in touch with the Director of our “Honors Program” here

at Lamar, and there is a good possibility that I will be able to propose a “Japan Seminar”

that will be selected for the spring semester.  This would be more of a lecture course 

focusing on Japanese society from the Meiji period to modern Japan.  The exact nature
of the course will be determined over the course of the summer, but would undoubtedly

draw from the many aspects of the information offered during the Institute.
