Japanese Studies Institute

Residential Design Project – Peter B. Dedek

Summary:

This design project is geared for students in a residential interior design studio taught at the sophomore level.  It is the project for the design of a new, freestanding house for a couple living in Texas.  The clients, Stan and Asuka Miles, have property in the Texas Hill country on which they want to build a contemporary home.  The couple has a keen interest in traditional Japanese architecture and art.  Asuka is from Japan and was raised in that country and is familiar with traditional Japanese architecture such as tea houses.  The Miles are also very interested in the architecture of Frank Lloyd Wright, particularly the Japanese influence on his work.  In addition to reflecting traditional Japanese design, the house will reflect the proportions and massing of Wright’s Usonian houses built in the 1930s based on grids.  

Students will design the house using the Japanese tatami mat module as the basis of the entire floor plan, and a tatami grid will appear on the plan.  In addition, the house will have a den designed in the traditional Japanese style, a practice common in many modern Japanese houses.  The traditional room must have a floor of tatami mats which are made of woven grass, a traditional art space, sliding shoji screens, seating on the floor, asymmetrical décor, and other traditional features.  The den will also have direct access and a visual link to a small exterior Japanese garden, which the student will design.  Adjacent to the garden a small Japanese tea house built in the traditional wabi fashion and using the tatami module will be included.  
The purpose of the project is to give students exposure to, and a greater appreciation of Japanese design and culture.  Researching traditional Japanese architecture and incorporating it into a design of their own should be a memorable and educational experience.  In addition, the students will appreciate how the Japanese have influenced the modern design of the West, particularly through the work of Frank Lloyd Wright.  
