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Jill M. Gately, 
Manager, ALC Meetings and Outreach Programs
American Association of State Colleges and Universities

Summary of Japan Studies Institute 2012 project:

My presentation and project as a fellow of the JSI was to create a unit for a World Literature class which introduces Japanese culture and historical context for the poetry of Matsuo Basho, 17th century Japanese poet famous for the popularization of haiku.  Besides learning much more about the history of Japan and context for this period, I was able to integrate information and understanding about many elements of the Japanese culture that enhance an understanding of the literature.
I include in my presentation a discussion of chado, ikebana, shado, and music, including pictures and video from the JSI experience.  I discuss the contrast between the Japanese and Western values and aesthetics  of the 17th and 18th centuries and the impact on each region’s literature.  In exploring the Tokugawa period, I will explain the effect of peace and isolation from Western society on the development of the modern Japanese identity,  

The literary discussion includes the historical antecedents of Basho’s poetry, and the impact of his stylistic shift.  Haiku’s deceptive simplicity reflects social and philosophical values of eighteenth century Japan which are still reflected in today’s society.  Basho’s literary legacy can also be found in  20th century, such as Yasunari Kawabata.
The JSI experience was rich and extremely varied.  We were a very diverse group, yet the itinerary provided something to impact each of our specialties, while challenging us to step beyond our areas of interest and expand our experience with the Japanese culture.
Thank-you for the opportunity to participate in such a valuable professional development experience.
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