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The curriculum project I developed as a result of the AASCU JSI program focused on the development of a new course called “Geography of Japan.”  Geography of Japan is a regional course offering depth in academic development to prepare students for increasingly global society.  Geography of Japan will compliment existing Japanese language courses, the UWF summer semester in Japan, and various departmental courses in Japan including ANT 3363 Japanese Culture and REL 3310 Philosophies of the East.  This course will offer students in the Geography Track of the Environmental Studies degree an option outside of current regional offerings in North America, Latin America, and the Middle East.

A survey of Japan with emphasis on regional and temporal variations in physical landscapes, settlement, culture, and environmental issues.  Both the contemporary and historical geography of Japan will be discussed.  Offered concurrently with GEA 5xxx; additional work will be assigned to graduate students.  Students will be able to: Name major islands, cities, and geographic features on a map; identify the historical progression leading to the contemporary boundaries of Japan; interpret Japanese attitudes and understandings regarding their own geography; and understand the contemporary environmental issues facing Japan in a geographic context.


Topics will include: Environmental Challenges & Constraints, the Cultural Heritage, Japanese Landscapes, Regional Variation, Demographic & Social Change, Rural Settlements & Agriculture, Urban Settlements, Political Context, Economics & Industry, Future of Japan, Japanese Geographical Imaginations.

