Course Syllabus and Policies

LS 379: Japan: Past and Present, Fall 2007, 

Gary Nallan, Ph. D., assisted by Student Peer Mentor Lydia Zimmer
Class meetings, W 6-8:30, CH 231

Office: CH 218, phone 251-6827

EMAIL: NALLAN@UNCA.EDU
Office Hours: MW 1-1:30 and 5-5:30; TR 1-1:30, and by appointment

Required Readings:
1. Delay, N. The Art of Culture of Japan, published by Harry N. Adams.

2. Haruki Murakami. Norwegian Wood, published by Vintage.
3. Haruki Murakami. South of the Border, West of the Sun, published by Vintage. 
4. Other brief readings are provided and generally should be read by the next class meeting.
About This Course: 
This course is a Liberal Studies Introductory Colloquium (LSIC). LS 379 courses are intended for transfer students. Part of LS 379 courses involves an introduction to the University and the General Education program (Integrative Liberal Studies, ILS). The rest of a 379 course is on a topic of interest to the Professor. The topic for this course is Japan. 
LS 379 courses are writing intensive (WI) and information literacy intensive ILI. As part of your ILS education at our University you will take four WI courses, this one, Lang 120, and two WIs of your choice; you will take two ILI courses, this one and another of your choice. 

Topics
We will focus on a number of topics in this course, including:
Modern Japanese Literature, especially the author Haruki Murakami

Japanese Cinema, especially the director Akira Kurosawa and his films: Rashomon, Iriku, and Seven Samurai.
Japanese Religions and Religious Beliefs.

Japanese History

The Japanese Constitution, Government and Politics.

Modern Japanese Culture
Japanese Theatre and Music

Course Requirements:

1. Exams: There are three exams scheduled in this course. They will be September 19th, October 24th and November 28th. If you miss an exam for any reason you must make up the exam during the final exam period.
2. Papers and Presentations: Each student will select a person from a list to be distributed in class. The list includes historical and modern Japanese people. This person will serve as the topic for your presentation and term paper. 

Each student will collect their sources in the first weeks of the course. You will have 6-10 sources; half of your sources may be from the www, your other sources will be journal articles and books.

Student presentations (15 minutes) will be during class these evenings: September 26th, October 3rd, and October 10th. 
A 10-12 page, typed double spaced, (12-point Times Roman font)  term paper is required. In this paper you will synthesize information from various types of sources to reflect informed conclusions. The first draft of your paper is due October 17th. During this class meeting you will exchange papers with a classmate for a peer review. I will not grade your draft; rather I will provide constructive feedback. We will have an individual conference to discuss your first draft.  Final papers are due November 7th; no late papers will be accepted.  
3. Reaction Essays:  You will write a one-paragraph reaction to each student presentation. You will write a 2-3 page reaction essay to each of these: Murakami’s Norwegian Wood, and South of the Border, West of the Sun, and Kurasawa’s films Rashomon, Ikiru, and Seven Samurai. All essays will be written in your black and white composition notebook.  

4. Service Learning: We will learn the Japanese art of flower arrangement, Ikebana. On September 5th, we will welcome Ikebana master Elizabeth Lanier Campbell to class. She will lecture about Ikebana, do demonstrations, and provide us a workshop experience.

Ikebana is an example of the Japanese concept Kata (form). Kata is apparent in the various martial arts, calligraphy, the tea ceremony, and Ikebana. Simply put, Kata is the highly prescribed form, or the way you do something. 

You will perform a service learning project of 5 hours, bringing Ikebana to members of the Asheville community, for example people in nursing homes and people in homeless shelters. You will write a 2-3 page paper about this service-learning project. The themes of this paper are
what you have learned about Ikebana, Kata, and by performing this service to the community.
Grading:

Exams: 100 @=300; Paper=150; Presentation = 50; Reaction Essays (50 points total); Service Learning paper = 50
TOTAL            = 600

Final grades will be assigned via:

96-100% = A
90-95%   = A-

87-89%   = B+

83-86%   = B  

80-82%   = B-

75-79%   = C+

70-74%   = C

60-69%   = D

below 60 = F

Attendance and Behavior:

Regular class attendance is very important. You must assemble class notes to prepare for the exams.
This class will be a mixture of lecture, discussion and videos. When I lecture always feel free to raise your hand to ask questions or make comments at any time. Know that your participation is very important and is welcome!

Please be considerate of each other. Do not conduct private conversations during class. Try to arrive on time for class. If you are late, find a seat quickly and quietly. Please do not bring small children to class.

Office Hours/Appointments/Consultations:

I keep the regular office hours listed on page 1 of this syllabus. These are “drop-in” hours; no appointment is necessary. If these hours are not convenient, telephone or Email me or talk with me in person to schedule an appointment at another time.  I am very easy to contact by Email (NALLAN@UNCA.EDU). 

I am very willing to help you learn the material in this course. Please see me any time you need my assistance.
