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With the benefit of my experience at the Institute, I am working to complete two projects.

1. I am designing an undergraduate minor in Japanese Studies to be offered at the University of the District of Columbia.  The program will require 21 credit hours broken down roughly as follows:  Beginning Japanese I and II; Intermediate Japanese I and II; History of Japanese Civilization; and Advanced Seminar in Japanese Studies.  

Additionally, students will be required to take at least one elective course.  Courses will be offered from various departments on campus—currently, members of the History, Music, and Political Science faculty have expressed support for the project.  

2. Hopefully, my second project will become a small portion of item one; however, it will precede the minor program.  In the spring of 2008, I will offer a topics course on contemporary Japanese Literature entitled, “The Japanese Fantastic.”  This course will provide a brief overview of key Japanese writers of the twentieth- and twenty-first centuries and an introduction to the history of Japan during this time.  This will be supplemented with an introduction to Japanese aesthetics and literary criticism.  While pursuing these goals, we will likewise examine the fantasy of “Japan” as an object of study within Western literary criticism.  

